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that prevented one man from changing his methods unless all
his neighbours <iid so. No winter crops could be grown where
rights of pasture over the common fields existed from August
to February. Cross ploughing was impossible on the narrow
strips ; diainngo, if attempted, could be ruined by one careless
or obstinate villager, weeds were everywhere, and one lazy

cultivator could make useless
all the diligence of his neigh-
bours. There was serious
waste of time in going from
strip to strip, often a mile or
more away from the village in
different directions, in waiting
the pleasure of the others to
plough or reap. The impossi-
bility of caring properly for
cattle and sheep mixed up
with everybody else's in often
overcrowded pastures, to-
gether with the lack of winter
food, made the growing of
cattle for food a very risky
and speculative business* It
was therefore only a few men
who were enthxisiastic enough
under such difficulties to tr>

JETtltiO TULL.   From a con-
temporary painting.

for better things. JETKRC
TOLL, one of the earliest
worked in the face of the greatest difficulties, including
a strike of htlxmivrs, who objected to sowing seed in rows anc
thinly spread, when, as everybody knew, the proper way was t<
scatter broadcast and as thickly as possible* Born in 1674
after a varied career in law, music, and travel, Tull settled dow
at the aj?e of 25 to study farming with brains. His great cor
tributttm to the subject was his proof of the value of sowing i
rows with constant hoeing of the ground between. He invente